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Austro-Serbian problem to the Hague Conference/'(i5)
which is sufficient to prove that he still aimed at a
peaceful solution.
While this telegram was on its way he received another
from the Kaiser in which William II (still anxious to
lay the burden of responsibility upon St. Petersburg)
defined the policy which in his opinion Russia should
adopt. He declared that she had only to "remain a spec-
tator of the Austro-Serbian conflict, and thus avoid
plunging Europe into the most horrible war ever
witnessed." He ended with a sentence which was prac-
tically a confirmation of his Chancellor's "pre-ultimatum":
"Military measures on the part of Russia^ which
might be considered as threatening to Austria" (here
clearly the Kaiser meant the merely partial mobilization
which Jagow had recognized as legitimate) "would ob-
viously precipitate a calamity which we are both anxious to
avoid, and would compromise the role of mediator which
I have gladly adopted in response to your appeal to my
friendship and for my assistance."(i6)
It is a curious thing that it was this message which
made "Nicky" rescind his decision. He read into it a
kind of solemn promise on the Kaiser's part, and expressly
invoked William IPs "word of honour" when he ordered
the cancellation of the decision in favour of general
mobilization.(i7) But this was as far as he was prepared
to go; in spite of the final sentence in the telegram from
Berlin he confirmed the partial mobilization against
Austria which had already been announced to the Powers
the day before* The order for this mobilization was issued
on July 29th at midnight.(i8)
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